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» Amateur radio operators check transmitting and receiv- 

Nerve Center: ing equipment in Sister Justina’s office ae the old St. 

Mary’s Hospital in preparation for Saturday’s “Operation Good Neighbor” move. 

These radios are just part of the over-all set-up that will require 25 amateur op- 

erators who will help co-ordinate nearly every part of the large moving job Satur- 

' day. Checking equipment here is Fred Sawyer (left), Albert Schoettlin and Ray- 
mond Miller (seated). (Staff Photo) 
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Amateur Radio Operators to Play 
Important Part in Hospital Move 


Last Saturday, about 9 a.m., five men climbed in case any of ‘the equipment 
through a trap door onto the steep slate roof of the old|>reaks down. In addition, other 


| er . : : mobile units will be kept handy 
St. Mary’s Hospital and cautiously began crawling Up a|t, relieve mobile operators when 


sloping metal gutter to the very top of the old building. |necessary. 
After crawling some 20 feet_up)~_———_—=—7 OT! ; " 
the gutter they came to a fairly|radio. Then, all along the six-mile oes the same time they are han 
level part of the roof directly over|route to the new hospital there|ling messages for the moving) 
the top of an elevator shaft. After|will be six mobile radio units—joperation, the operators in the 
shooing away dozens of pigeons,|/cars with two-way radios in them. base. station also will monitor 
they squatted there and began|And finally, three more two-way|CONELRAD channels on commer-| 
iwork that will have an important|radios at the new hospital. cial radio stations just as a pre-) 
|bearing in “Operation Good} When the moving begins, orders caution should there be an enemy, 
{Neighbor” this Saturday. will be transmitted over walkie-|@ttack on this country that day. 
Do Different Jobs talkies tet this patient or ie aoe fae He ine sea poel as 
piece of equipment is to bejowned by ISARS and a portable 
| pags He arise oes brought down to a loading station.jelectronic «microphone will _ he 
jor professional pigeon shooers— the same time, a message is used at the motor pool to transmit 
in fact, they all do different jobs|tansmitted’ to the motor pool to|orders to drivers. 
during their regular work week.|Send an ambulance or a truck,| These amateur operators are 
But all had one thing in common:|Whichever is needed. from different walks of life. One 
they were amateur radio oper- The mobile units along the way|is a doctor, another's an internal 
ators. will carry, in addition to the ama-|revenue agent, a third is a man- 

That morning’ — ignoring stron teur operator who owns the car,jufacturer and other members in- 

winds and occasional wet driz-|SOmeone who is familiar with the|clude an electronics engineer, a 

ales but welcoming brief spells of trucks and drivers, Then, if it is}postman, a number of policemen, 

sunshine — they worked for an/Mecessary to stop one of theja purchasing agent, a railroad 

hour and a half tying four radio trucks, it can be done easily. jman, a corporation executive and 

antennas to the roof, : All ene oe ges 25 ae - ee high school and col- 
‘ perators who are being furnished|lege students. 

The antennas were of different!) Radio Amateur Civil Emer- 4 he} 
ses Te, shoves! wag 1 ices gency Service, (ACES), the Faurrchsl hy “em tt 
sel Toe Ste cnd a Pty feet of fie communications organization RACES and even the Marines got 

‘al. cable. with ‘thems to’ thels Civil Defense. These men arelin the act. The 11 walkie-talkies 
COBRA CABIe. Wik Evansville residents and also are|are being furnished by Capt. 
top of the roof.. The smaller an-imembers of the Tri-State Ama-|Thurman Owen, training officer 


Lanne atti: Se Soar. bit whe teur Radio Society (TSARS). for 17th Rifle Co., United States 
16-footer had to be lashed to the Relief Units Marine’ Corps Reserve. 


top of the elevator shaft. Amother group of 25 amateur} And, when the entire moving op- 

When the antennas were up,j/operators will be ready to relievejeration 1s finished, four or five 
the men attached the coaxial ca-|the other.men in case the mov-|men—perhaps the same ones— 
bles and flung the loose ends over|ing operation takes longer thanjwill have to climb to the tops 
the side of the building. Down be-jexpected. And, duplicate equip-jof those roofs again to remove 
low, on the ground floor, other|ment is being kept in readiness the antennas, 


lamateur radio operators took the: 
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ends of the cables and’ attached 
them to transmitters that were 
in Sister. Justina’s office 
just off the lobby. 
Same Operation 
Later in the day, the same op- 


ground six floors below ever saw. 
‘Ten other amateur operators: 


the move from the old to the new 


hospital. 

The equipment will get anoth 
last-minute check at 6 a.m. S 
day. An hour later the a 
moving in ‘‘Operation Go i 
Neighbor” will begin. The radios 
are being nsed to co-ordinate he 


looks now: 

Four transmitters and receivers 
are in Sister Justina’s office at} 
the old hoSpital. This will be the 


Eleven men with Ikie-| 
talkies will be scattered on dif- 
ferent floors throughout the hos- 
pital and at the loading stations. 

Mobile Units 
Across ist avenue in the yard 


